
2nd Sunday of Easter
12th  April 2026  Readings

FIRST READING
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles    2:42-47

The believers devoted themselves to the Apostles’
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every
soul, and many wonders and signs were being
done through the Apostles. And all who believed
were together and had all things in common. And
they were selling their possessions and belongings
and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had
need. And day by day, attending the Temple
together and breaking bread in their homes, they
shared their food with glad and generous hearts,
praising God and having favour with all the people.
And the Lord added to their number day by day
those who were being saved.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
117:2-4,22-27.  Response v.1.

R/. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his
love has no end.

Let the sons of Israel say:
‘His love has no end.’

Let the sons of Aaron say:
‘His love has no end.’

Let those who fear the Lord say:
‘His love has no end.’ R/.

I was thrust, thrust down and falling
      but the Lord was my helper.
The Lord is my strength and my song;
      he was my saviour.
There are shouts of joy and victory
      in the tents of the just. R/.
The stone which the builders rejected

has become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord,

a marvel in our eyes.
This day was made by the Lord;

we rejoice and are glad. R/.

SECOND READING
A reading from the first letter of St Peter 1:3-9

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! According to his great mercy, he has
caused us to be born again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable,
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you,
who by God’s power are being guarded through

faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last
time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little while,
if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials,
so that the tested genuineness of your faith — more
precious than gold that perishes though it is tested
by fire — may be found to result in praise and glory
and honour at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though
you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do
not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with
joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory,
obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of
your souls.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 20:29

Alleluia, alleluia.
You believed, Thomas, because you have seen me,

says the Lord.
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have

believed.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL John 20:19-31.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week,
the doors being locked where the disciples were for
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them
and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ When he had
said this, he showed them his hands and his side.
Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.
Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.’ And
when he had said this, he breathed on them and said
to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold
forgiveness from any, it is withheld.’

Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin,
was not with them when Jesus came. So the other
disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord’. But he
said to them, ‘Unless I see in his hands the mark of
the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the
nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never
believe.’

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again,
and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your
finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand,
and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.’
Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus
said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.’

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of
the disciples, which are not written in this book; but
these are written so that you may believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing
you may have life in his name.



2nd SUNDAY of EASTER
Lectionary Year A

Divine Mercy Sunday

Prayer of the Week

“You believe because you can see me.  Happy are
those who have not seen and yet believe.”

Last week’s Gospel told the story of the first
three disciples who found the empty tomb
and how each one reacted to the event.

Today, the evangelist introduces a new character:
Thomas.

Thomas refused to believe unless he saw and
touched the wounds of the crucified Jesus. This
statement appears to be a contradiction, for once
we “see and touch” faith is not needed and unbelief
is impossible. Yet, with this story the evangelist is
trying to tell us that even among the first followers
of Jesus, there was doubt, unbelief, and fear.
Jesus is patient with Thomas and allows him to
put his fingers and his hand into his wounds
which causes Thomas to make his familiar act of
faith: “My Lord and my God.”

Jesus uses the event to give a ninth beatitude:
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
believe.”

Extracts from a sermon given by
Pope John Paul II on 30 April 2000:

It is important that we accept the whole message
that comes to us from the word of God on this
Second Sunday of Easter, which from now on
throughout the Church will be called “Divine Mercy
Sunday.” In the various readings, the liturgy seems
to indicate the path of mercy which, while re-
establishing the relationship of each person with
God, also creates new relations of fraternal
solidarity among human beings. Christ has taught
us that man not only receives and experiences the
mercy of God, but is also called to practise mercy
towards others:  “Blessed are the merciful, for they
shall obtain mercy.” He also showed us the many
paths of mercy, which not only forgives sins but
reaches out to all human needs. Jesus bent over
every kind of human poverty, material and spiritual.

It is not easy to love with a deep love, which lies
in the authentic gift of self. This love can only be
learned by penetrating the mystery of God’s love.
Looking at him, being one with his fatherly heart,
we are able to look with new eyes at our brothers
and sisters, with an attitude of unselfishness and
solidarity, of generosity and forgiveness. All this is
mercy!

The Word of God

Regina Cæli

Joy to thee, O Queen of Heaven. Alleluia!
He whom Thou wast meet to bear. Alleluia!
As He promised hath arisen. Alleluia!
Pour for us to God thy prayer. Alleluia!
V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia.
R. For the Lord is risen indeed, alleluia.

Let us pray:

O God, who through the resurrection of Thy
Son our Lord Jesus Christ didst vouchsafe to
give joy to the world: grant, we beseech thee,
that through His Mother, the Virgin Mary, we
may obtain the joys of everlasting life.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Saint of the week
Thursday 16 April 2026
St Bernadette Soubirous

(1844-1879)
She born in 1844 to a destitute family in Lourdes,
in France. On 11 February 1858 she went down to
the river Gave with her sister and a friend, to look
for firewood and bones. There she received the first
of a series of visions of the Mother of God which led
to Lourdes becoming a place of pilgrimage and
healing. In 1866 she became a nun at Nevers, where
she died on 16 April 1879.

She is patron saint of the sick.


